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ight-year-old

rah Harding of Rumson, who has Rett syndrome, a neurological disorder that affects
mostly girls, smiles during the Dress Up Z Cure Day, a fundraiser for Rett syndrome research at Deane Por-
lementary School in Rumson. sTerF PHOTOS: TANYA BREEN)
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Dressing up to find a cure

Rett
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“We want to make the
best life possible for Sarah,”
she said.

The name of the founda-
tion is filled with small
meanings, Harding said.

The flower displayed on
the logo purposely has a
slightly crooked petal.

“It shows that something
isn't quite right, but it's still
beautiful,” Harding said.

In addition to running
Girl Power 2 Cure and orga-
nizing events, Harding also
is a cofounder and trustee
of the Rett Syndrome Re-

search Trust, a S501(ci3)
nonprofit dedicated to the
development of treatment
and cures for Rett.

Harding said she runs the
foundation with the help of
an Indiana mother, Kelly
Butler, whose daughter
Brooklyn has Rett sym-
drome.

All in all, her work en-
compasses about 60 hours a
week. But she doesn’t call it
work.

“It's not work. I can't not
do it," she said.

Recently, researchers
have found a way to reverse
Rett in laboratory mice, a
breakthrough that gives
Harding great hope that a
cure for Sarah may be
found in coming years.

However,
Rett is underfunded, despite
the fact that it is poised to
be the first curable neuro-
logical disorder, she said.

If Rett is cracked, treat-
ments and cures for other

symptoms of every neuro-
logical disorder for their en-
tire lives, yet they could be
the ones to help cure it all,”
Harding said.

For more information
about Sarah and Ingrid Har-
ding and Girl Power 2 Cure,
visit www.GirlPower
2Cure.org.

Jennifer Bradshaw: (732)
B886-2621 or
Jjhradshaw@app.com
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